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GHSLFWLRQV��.HHOLQJ�VXJJHVWV�PLQLQJ�WKH�WHUUDLQ�RI�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�IRU�ZD\V�RI�³WUDQV¿JXULQJ�
FXUUHQWO\�RSSUHVVLYH�DQG�H[SORLWDWLYH�UHODWLRQV´�WKDW�DUH�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG��LQFOXGLQJ�KRPR-
SKRELD��UDFLVP��FODVVLVP��DQG�VH[LVP��³-RLQLQJ´������6�%\�WU\LQJ�RXW�WKLV�QHZ�DSSURDFK��
RQH�LV�DEOH�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�QHZ�FDWHJRU\�RI�WKH�³%ODFN�OHVELDQ´�ZKLFK�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQIXVHG�
as simply being another hybrid construction. 

7KH�¿OP�Pariah RIIHUV�VXFK�D�QHZ�UHDGLQJ��$OLNH��WKH�VHYHQWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�SURWDJRQLVW�
ZKR�OLYHV�ZLWK�KHU�IDPLO\�LQ�%URRNO\Q��VWUXJJOHV�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�KHU�SDUHQWV¶�LGHDV�RI�D�ORY-
DEOH��SUHWW\��DQG�IHPLQLQHO\�EHKDYLQJ�\RXQJ�%ODFN�ZRPDQ�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�WU\LQJ�WR�
GLVFRYHU�KHU�LGHQWLW\�DV�D�OHVELDQ�DQG�DV�D�SRHWHVV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��VKH�LV�DOVR�VWUXJJOLQJ�
WR�OLYH�XS�WR�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�KHU�FORVH�IULHQG�/DXUD��KHUVHOI�D�OHVELDQ��ZKR�LQWURGXFHV�
$OLNH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�JD\�FOXE�VFHQH��KRSLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�KHOS�$OLNH�LQ�KHU�VHDUFK�IRU�KHU�LGHQWLW\�

$�RQH�GLPHQVLRQDO� UHDGLQJ�RI� WKH�¿OP�ZRXOG�EH� WR� UHDG� LW�DV�D�FRPLQJ�RXW�VWRU\�RI�
D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�ZKR�RYHUFRPHV�WKH�REVWDFOHV�WKURZQ�LQWR�KHU�SDWK�E\�KHU�SDUHQWV�DQG�KHU�
FRPPXQLW\��6XFK�D�UHDGLQJ�ZRXOG�UHGXFH�$OLNH¶V�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�VLPSOH�JD]H�DQG�WKH�
ELQDU\�VWUXFWXUH�ZKLFK�.HHOLQJ�FULWLFL]HV��+RZHYHU��Pariah�LV�PRUH�FRPSOH[�WKDQ�WKDW��7KH�
WLWOH�VXJJHVWV�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�LQWHUWZLQHG�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�¿OP��:KLOH�D�VXSHU¿FLDO�YLHZLQJ�
PLJKW�VXJJHVW�WKDW�$OLNH�LV�WKH�SDULDK��WKH�GLIIHUHQW�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�HQWDQJOHG�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�
WKDW� VHYHUDO� RI� WKHP�FDXVH� HDFK�RWKHU� WR�EH�SDULDKV��7KH�PRVW�REYLRXV�RQHV� DUH�$OLNH��
/DXUD��DQG�$XGUH\��ZKR�LV�$OLNH¶V�PRWKHU��

$OLNH¶V�EHVW�IULHQG�/DXUD�LV�GHVSHUDWHO\�WU\LQJ�WR�ZLQ�EDFN�KHU�RZQ�PRWKHU¶V�DWWHQWLRQ�
DQG�ORYH��/DXUD�OLYHV�ZLWK�RQH�RI�KHU�VLVWHUV�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�PRWKHU�WKUHZ�/DXUD�RXW�RI�WKH�
KRXVH�DIWHU�KHU�FRPLQJ�RXW��/DXUD¶V�FODVV�EDFNJURXQG�LV�VXFK�WKDW�DQ\�IRUP�RI�KLJKHU�HGX-
FDWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�FRQVLGHUHG�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW��6LQFH�/DXUD�NQRZV�VKH�ZLOO�QRW�
FKDQJH�KHU�VH[XDO�LGHQWLW\��VKH�KRSHV�WKDW�VKH�FDQ�ZLQ�EDFN�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�ORYH�E\�VWXG\LQJ�
IRU�KHU�*('�DQG�WKHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�WR�D�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH��,Q�IDFW��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�ZKHQHYHU�RQH�
ZDWFKHV�/DXUD�VWXG\LQJ��KHU�RQO\�PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�UHFHLYLQJ�D�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�KHU�GHVLUH�
WR�UHJDLQ�KHU�PRWKHU¶V�ORYH��:KHQ�VKH�HYHQWXDOO\�HDUQV�KHU�*('��VKH�JRHV�KRPH�WR�KHU�
PRWKHU��KRSLQJ�WKDW�¿QDOO\��VKH�ZLOO�EH�DFFHSWHG�DJDLQ�DV�D�GDXJKWHU��:KHQ�VKH�VKRZV�KHU�
FHUWL¿FDWH��VKH�GHVSHUDWHO\�VWDWHV�WR�KHU�VWRQH�IDFHG�PRWKHU�WKDW�VKH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�VRPH-
WKLQJ�LQ�KHU�OLIH��WKDW�VKH�¿QDOO\�LV�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�OLIH�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�GR�
PRUH��+RZHYHU��WKH�RQO\�UHDFWLRQ�/DXUD�UHFHLYHV�IURP�KHU�PRWKHU�LV�FRQWLQXHG�KDWUHG�DQG�
cold-blooded rejection. 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��$XGUH\�DOVR�RSHQO\�GLVSOD\V�KHU�QHJDWLYH�IHHOLQJV�WRZDUG�/DXUD�ZKHQ-
HYHU�/DXUD�FRPHV�WR�$OLNH¶V�KRXVH��$XGUH\�VHQVHV�WKDW�/DXUD�KDV�D�JUHDWHU�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�KHU�
daughter than Alike admits to her parents. Therefore she openly disproves of this friend-
VKLS�DQG�WULHV�WR�DFWLYHO\�GHVWUR\�LW�E\�VXJJHVWLQJ�D�QHZ�IULHQG�WR�$OLNH��

$XGUH\�KHUVHOI�FDQ�EH�UHDG�DV�DQRWKHU�SDULDK�LQ�KHU�ORQHOLQHVV�DPRQJ�KHU�RZQ�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��$W�¿UVW�VLJKW��RQH�FRXOG�UHDG�KHU�DV�D�YHU\�VHOI�FHQWHUHG�DQG�YHU\�KRPRSKRELF�
SHUVRQ��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�VKH�GLVDSSURYH�RI�/DXUD�DQG�WULHV�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�IULHQGVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
/DXUD�DQG�KHU�GDXJKWHU��VKH�DOVR�WULHV�RXW�DOO�PRWKHUO\�LGHDV�RI�JURRPLQJ�D�WHHQDJH�GDXJK-
WHU�LQWR�IHPLQLQH�DGXOWKRRG²IRU�H[DPSOH�E\�EX\LQJ�KHU�JLUO\�W\SH�FORWKHV��6KH�FRQVWDQWO\�
XUJHV�$UWKXU��KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�$OLNH¶V�IDWKHU�� WR� WDON�WR�$OLNH�DERXW�KHU�VXVSLFLRQV��+HU�
ZRUVW�DQG�PRVW�WUXO\�KRPRSKRELF�DFWLRQ�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�RQH�ZKHQ�VKH�WHOOV�$OLNH�WKDW�*RG�
does not make mistakes. 
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<HW�VXFK�D�UHDGLQJ�RI�$XGUH\�LV�VXSHU¿FLDO��$�PRUH�FRPSOH[�UHDGLQJ�DOORZV�RQH�WR�VHH�
WKDW�VKH�KHUVHOI�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKR�VKH�LV�DQG�ZKR�VKH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
EH�DQG�ZKDW�SRVLWLRQ�VKH�VKRXOG�JUDQW�WR�KHU�VWUXJJOLQJ�GDXJKWHU��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LQVWHDG�RI�
LQWHUSUHWLQJ�KHU�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�*RG�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�PLVWDNHV�DV�D�KRPRSKRELF�ZDUQLQJ�WR�
KHU�GDXJKWHU��VKH�FRXOG�DV�ZHOO�KDYH�VWDWHG�WKLV�DV�D�UHDVVXUDQFH�WR�KHUVHOI�DV�VKH�LV�D�YHU\�
UHOLJLRXV�SHUVRQ�DQG�QHHGHG�WR�UHPLQG�KHUVHOI�WKDW��ZKDWHYHU�KHU�GDXJKWHU�WXUQV�RXW�WR�EH��
LW�ZLOO�EH�¿QH�DV�*RG�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�PLVWDNHV��

,Q� DGGLWLRQ��$OLNH� VHHPV� WR�KDYH� D� FORVHU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU� IDWKHU� WKDQ�ZLWK�KHU�
PRWKHU��+RZHYHU��WKDW�WRR�LV�RQO\�WUXH�DW�¿UVW�VLJKW��EHFDXVH�RQH�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�KHU�IDWKHU�
DSSHDUV�WR�EH�DOPRVW�GHVSHUDWH�LQ�KLV�GHQLDO�RI�KLV�GDXJKWHU¶V�VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��+H�UHIXVHV�
to see any signals that Alike sends to her family members during her struggle and desire 
WR�OHW�KHU�IDPLO\�NQRZ�DERXW�KHU�VH[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�KH�VHHPV�WR�DFFHSW�KHU�PRUH�
IRU�ZKDW�VKH�WULHV�WR�EH²KH�SOD\V�EDVNHWEDOO�ZLWK�KHU�DQG�FOHDUO\�IDYRUV�KHU�RYHU�KHU�JLUO\�
W\SH�VLVWHU�6KDURQGD²KH�¿QGV�$OLNH¶V�WRPER\�VW\OH�UDWKHU�IXQQ\�DQG�FRQVLGHUV�LW�D�SKDVH�
WKDW�ZLOO�SDVV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��KH�LV�VR�FDXJKW�LQ�KLV�RZQ�ZHE�RI�OLHV�WR�KLV�ZLIH�WKDW�KH�GRHV�
QRW�GLVSOD\�DQ\�LQWHUHVW�LQ�$OLNH¶V�DWWHPSWV�RI�EHLQJ�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�WKDQ�KHU�IDPLO\�ZDQWV�
her to be.

$W�VRPH�SRLQW��$OLNH�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�QRERG\�FDQ�RU�ZLOO�KHOS�KHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKR�
VKH�ZDQWV�WR�EH��6KH�KDV�WR�¿QG�KHU�SRVLWLRQ�KHUVHOI��7KHUHIRUH��VKH�GHFLGHV�WR�OHDYH�KRPH�
ZKHQ�VKH�OHDUQV�WKDW�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\��+HU�IDUHZHOO�PHVVDJHV�WR�KHU�
SDUHQWV�VKRZ�WKDW�VKH�KDV�IRXQG�KHU�SODFH�DQG�KHU�SHDFH��VKH�WHOOV�KHU�IDWKHU�WKDW�³LW¶V�QRW�
D�SKDVH��WKHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�PH´�DQG�DVNV�KLP�WR�OHW�KHU�PRWKHU�NQRZ�WKDW��LQGHHG��
³*RG�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�PLVWDNHV�´�

$V�,�DUJXHG�HDUOLHU��FRQWHPSRUDU\�%ODFN�IHPLQLVW�WKHRULHV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�-HQQLIHU�1DVK��
LQVLVW�WKDW�ORYH�SROLWLFV�WUDQVFHQGV�³WKH�VHOI�DQG�SURGXF>HV@�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�SROLWLFDO�FRP-
PXQLWLHV´������:LWK�Daughters of the Dust and Pariah��RQH�FDQ�LQGHHG�VHH�WKDW�WKH�%ODFN�
IHPLQLVW�¿OPPDNHUV�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ�RI� WKH�HDUOLHU�%ODFN� IHPLQLVW� WKHRULVWV�
DQG�ZULWHUV�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� WUDQVFHQGLQJ� WKHP�E\�RIIHULQJ�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�SROLWLFDO�
communities. 
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Outsider���������UHSULQWHG��%HUNHOH\��&URVVLQJ�3UHVV�����������±����
3�3DUWV�RI�P\�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�-XOLH�'DVK¶V�Daughters of the Dust in this essay have been pub-

lished before in my monograph The Utopian Aesthetics of Three African American Women (Toni 
Morrison, Gloria Naylor, Julie Dash): The Principle of Hope��/HZLVWRQ��1<��7KH�(GZLQ�0HOOHQ�
3UHVV�������


